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"Then  faid  he  unto  his  difciplesy  'The  harveft 
truly  is  plenteous , but  the  labourers  are  few . 
Pray  ye  therefore  the  lord  of  the  harvefty 
that  he  would  fend  forth  labourers  into  hi; 
harvef . 


TH  O U G H we  cannot  entertain  a doubt 
of  the  completenefs  of  the  general  plan 
of  providence,  and  of  the  exigence  of  a train 
of  caufes  and  efFeds  fully  adequate  to  the 
execution  of  every  great  and  good  purpole 
comprized  in  it,  yet,  judging,  as  we  muffc 
do,  by  appearances,  the  field  of  ufefulnefs 
of  all  kinds  is  much  too  extenfive  for  the 
few  who  labour  in  it.  And  fince  the  inftru- 
ments  of  divine  providence  in  every  thing 
refpeding  men  are  men%  this  circumftance 
fhould  operate  as  a fpur  to  our  induftry  and 
zeal,  to  fupply  the  defect.  It  is  a kind  of 
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call  from  above,  to  leave  our  famtering  in . 
the  market-places , and  come  into  the  vineyard , 
where  labour  is  both  wanted,  and  is  fure  to 
find  its  reward. 

In  fcience,  in  arts,  in  government,  in  mo- 
rals, and  in  religion,  we  all  fee  the  mod 
lamentable  deficiencies,  and  mankind  great 
fufferers  in  confequence  of  them,  and  yet 
but  few  in  earneft  to  remove  them.  In  all 
thefe  fph^res  of  action  we  fee  much  is  to  be 
done,  and  but  few  who  are  able,  and  at  the 
fame  time  willing,  to  do  it.  We  are  all  fen- 
iible  how  capable  the  condition  of  men,  in 
all  the  refpedts  above  mentioned,  is  of  im- 
provement, and  yet  even  among  thofe  who 
are  themfelves  enlightened,  and  well-inten- 
tioned, how  few  are  there  who  are  fufficiently 
aStive , fo  that  when  they  fee  an  evil  they 
will  fericufly  ufe  their  endeavours  to  remedy 
it  5 and  when  they  fee  any  great  good  to  be 
attained,  will  exert  themfelves  to  attain  it  ? 
Wealth  is  a much  eafier  facrifice  than  labour, 
and  yet  how  little  of  this  is  well  applied  ? 
What  immenfe  fums  are  daily  fquandered 
away  on  frivolous  and  unworthy  objects,  to 
9 fpeak 


Academical  Education . 3 

fpeak  in  the  moft  favourable  manner,  and 
how  little  of  it  (and  much  of  that  little  with 
grudging,  or  with  fome  finifter  view,  which 
takes  much  from  the  merit  of  the  action)  is 
applied  to  honourable  and  public  ufes;  fo 
few  there  are  who  attend  to  the  advice  of 
the  apoftle,  exhorting  every  perfon  to  mind 
not  his  own  things  only , but  every  man  alfo  the 
things  of  others . 

But  the  fewer  there  are  who  entr  into 
this  noble  career,  the  greater  is  tne  6iory  of 
thofe  who  do.  In  whatever  manner  their 
labours  may  be  requited  at  prefent,  though 
inftead  of  bleffings  they  receive  curfes,  and 
inftead  of  favour  and  reward,  perfecution, 
fuch  perfons  are  the  great  benefactors  of 
mankind,  and  are  far  from  labouring  in  vain . 
They  are,  as  the  apoftle  fays,  workers  toge- 
ther with  God , whofe  fervices  alfo  are  often 
requited  with  ingratitude ; and  with  him  they 
will  have  their  reward  in  future,  though  not 
with  men  here. 

As  it  is  the  great  object  of  education  to 
form  valuable  characters,  and  to  prepare  men 
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for  the  moft  important  ftations  in  life,  this 
fubject  is  not  improper  to  be  attended  to  by 
thofe  who  are  concerned  in  the  fupport  of 
the  inftitution,  the  anniverfary  of  which  we 
are  now  met  to  commemorate.  There  is  not 
only,  my  brethren,  a want  of  great  and  ufe- 
ful  characters  in  every  department  of  life, 
civil  and  religious,  but  a want  of  places  in 
which  they  may  be  formed ; and  were  the 
moft  fanguine  expectations  of  all  the  friends 
of  loh r new  college  .realized,  it  would  ftill  be 
inadequate  to  fupply  the  void  which  it  was 
intended  to  fill.  Places  of  truly  liberal  edu- 
cation in  this  country  are  few  indeed,  corn- 
par  ed-to  the  number  of  thofe  in  which  youth 
receive  fomething  that  is  merely  called  edu- 
cation. But,  alas ! in  too  many  of  them, 
perverted  by  time  and  various  circumftances, 
the  tendency  of  the  fyftems  is  rather  to  con- 
tract the  faculties  of  youth,  and  to  ftifle  that 
generous  ardour  towards  objects  of  public 
utility,  which  they  ought  to  encourage  and 
direct. 

Small,  however,  as  is  the  field  to  which 
your  labours  are  confined,  yet,  by  afiiduous 
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culture,  you  may  raife  in  it  noble  plants, 
which  will  amply  reward  your  labour  and 
expence.  One  cedar  is  of  much  more  value 
than  many  inferior  trees ; and  fhould  the 
new  college  but  produce  in  philofophy  one 
fuch  man  as  Bacon  or  Newton,  in  morals  a 
Locke  or  a Hartley  -y  fhould  it  form,  in  a 
civil  capacity,  fuch  a man  as  Hampden  or 
Algernon  Sidney  in  England,  a William 
Penn,  a Franklin,  or  a Wafhington,  in  Ame- 
rica, or  one  fuch  illuftrious  character  as  thofe 
which  are  now  conducing  the  glorious  re- 
volution in  France  A fhould  it,  in  religion, 
produce  one  Zuinglius  or  Luther,  one  Calvin 
or  (how  diffimilar  foever  in  other  refpedts,  yet 
fufficiently  refembling  one  another  in  ability 
and  zeal)  one  Socinus  or  Lardner;  fhould  it 
produce  but  one  of  thofe  great  men  whofe 
exertions  in  paft  ages  have  diffufed  that  light 
which  we  now  enjoy,  and  which  our  latefe 
pofterity  will  enjoy  after  us,  their  real  value 
to  the  world  will  be  greater  than  can  be  efti- 
mated  by  money  5 and  the  greateft  honour 
will  be  reflected  upon  yourfelves,  who  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  inftitution. 
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But  colleges  and  fchools  are  not  the  only 
places  of  education.  The  world  itfelf  is  the 
greateft  theatre  of  inftrudtion,  as  well  as  of 
action,  and  the  adtual  wants  and  hufinefs  of 
the  age  in  which  men  live,  form  them  -for 
afting  a proper  part  in  it.  Truly  great  minds, 
without  any  other  hints  than  thofe  which 
are  fuggefted  by  their  fituation,  will  hit  upon 
expedients  to  remedy  abufes,  and  carry  on 
improvements.  Indeed,  few  men  who  have 
made  any  great  figure  in  the  world  have  de- 
rived much  advantage  from  what  we  com- 
monly.call  their  education , in  thofe  refpects 
in  which  they  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves. 
Newton  did  not  learn  his  fyftem  of  the  world 
from  Cambridge.  The  metaphyfical  and  mo- 
ral fyftem  of  Locke  was  fo  far  from  being 
any  thing  that  he  learned  at  our  univerfities, 
that  it  was  a long  time  before  it  was  received 
there  ; and  as  to  the  ftill  greater  difcoveries 
of  Hartley  in  the  fame  field,  it  is  only  of  late 
that  they  have  been  fo  much  as  known  to 
any  individuals  either  at  Oxford  or  Cam- 
bridge where  he  ftudied,  and, thofe  only  a few, 
of  fo  bold  a turn  of  mind,  and  fuch  a fpirit  of 
free  inquiry  as  are  always  regarded  with  fufpi- 
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cion  and  dread  by  thofe  who  take  the  lead  in 
ihofe  places. 

Much,  however,  may  be  done  in  the  courfe 
of  education  by  way  of  preparing  the  minds 
of  men  for  improving  fuch  opportunities  for 
public  ufefulnefs  as  may  occur.  Only  in- 
fpire  the  minds  of  youth  with  the  love  of 
truth,  and  a fenfe  of  virtue  and  public  fpirit, 
and  they  will  be  ready  for  every  good  work . 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  their  minds  be 
cramped  by  fyftems,  and  thereby  habituated 
to  fervitude,  and  difinclined  to  think  for 
themfelves  in  their  early  years,  they  will  be 
prepared  to  oppofe,  inftead  of  favouring, 
any  great  and  noble  efforts. 

This  country  and  this  age  are  juftly  cele- 
brated for  generofity  and  public  fpirit ; but 
by  no  means  beyond  the  value  of  the  objects 
which  they  refpeft,  or  fuperior  to  the  efforts 
of  religion  and  public  fpirit  in  former  times; 
and  therefore  you  need  not  fear  being  taxed 
with  folly  or  extravagance,  with  fuch  an  ob- 
ject as  you  now  have  in  view* 
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The  primitive  Chriftians  devoted  the  great- 
eft  part  of  their  wealth  to  public  ufes,  and 
thought  it  beft  laid  out  when  it  contributed 
moft  to  the  intereft  of  Chriftianity.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  all  Chriftian  churches  were 
in  a very  early  period  amply  endowed*  and 
without  any  aid  from  government  ; a nu- 
merous clergy  and  many  poor,  as  well  as 
ftrangers  and  travellers,  were  liberally  pro- 
vided for.  Great  as  the  demands  of  the 
church  were,  they  were  amply  fupplied  from 
the  liberality  of  its  proper  friends.  In  later 
ages  fuperftition,  no  doubt,  joined  its  influ- 
ence to  that  of  true  religion,  in  providing 
for  the  wants,  real  or  imaginary,  of  the 
community,  and  of  Chriftian  churches.  Mo- 
nafteries,  univerfities,  and  pubic  libraries, 
fully  equal  to  the  wants  of  all  countries,  were 
eftablifhed  and  endowed  in  the  moft  fplendid 
manner  by  the  munificence  of  individuals, 
without  the  interference  of  public  authority  y 
and  wretched  has  been  the  ftate  of  Chriftia-? 
nity  where  it  has  been  otherwife. 

Infinite,  my  brethren,  have  been  the  mis- 
chiefs that  have  arifen  to  religion  from  the 
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compulfory  payment  of  tithes,  or  any  other 
dues , as  they  are  called,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  clergy,  and  other  religious  purpofes.  This 
country,  beyond  any  other,  groans  under  the 
unnatural  opprcffion,  and  religion  itfelf  more 
particularly  fuffers  by  it.  True  religion  re- 
quires the  free  and  voluntary  fupport  of  thofe 
who  are  attached  to  it,  and  nobly  refufes  to 
be  maintained  in  any  other  way.  What  is 
thus  extorted  may  be  given  to  fuperjlition , 
or  fomething  elfe  that  affumes  the  name  of 
religion , but  will  never  anfwer  the  real  pur- 
pofes of  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our 
hofpitals  and  public  infirmaries  will  never 
come  under  fuch  an  eftabiifhment  as  that  of 
tho  church.  Whenever  that  takes  place, 
benevolence  and  real  utility  will  ceafe  to- 
gether, and  nothing  but  abufe  and  private 
intereft  will  fucceed  in  their  place. 

The  DifTenters,  to  their  immortal  honour, 
though  opprefied  by  the  compulfory  fupport 
of  a mode  of  religion  which  they  juftly 
diflike,  are  not  wanting  in  the  maintenance 
of  that  which  they  really  approve ; and  being 
moft  unjuftly  excluded  from  the  univerfities, 
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to  the  founding  of  which  their  anceftors,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  the  eftablifhed  church  (alj 
being  then  equally  Roman  catholics)  alike 
contributed,  are  not  wanting  in  the  fupport 
of  places  of  Academical  education,  to  which 
all  perfons,  without  diftinftion,  have  equal 
accefs,  and  where  youth  are  taught  the  moft 
liberal  principles,  both  in  religion  and  po- 
litics, at  much  lefs  expence,  and  with  far 
lefs  rilque  to  their  virtue,  than  where  they 
are  taught  (if  with  refpedt  to  thefe  important 
fubjedts  they  are  taught  any  thing  at  all) 
the  moft  flavifh  and  illiberal  ones.  But, 
my  brethren,  can  any  perfon’s  fuperfluity 
(and  every  perfon  has  fomething  which  comes 
under  that  denomination)  be  better  employed 
than  in  fupporting  fuch  inftitutions  as  thefe, 
that  is,  in  planting  the  feeds  of  virtue,  of 
genuine,  unfophifticated  Chriftianity,  and  of 
public  fpirit,  in  the  rifing  generation  ? 

Better,  my  brethren,  infinitely  better, 
were  it  to  die  rich  in  fuch  good  works  as 
thefe,  and  thus  make  the  world  your  heirs, 
than  give  wealth  to  individuals,  for  whofe 
conduct  and  liberality  you  cannot  anfwer, 
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and  whofe  independence  on  perfonal  exertion 
may  do  them  more  harm  than  good.  It  is, 
no  doubt,  the  duty  of  every  man  to  provide 
for  his  own , and  efpecially  his  children,  and 
neareft  relations ; but  wifdom,  and  even 
true  affe&ion*  will  fet  bounds  to  that  pro- 
vifion,  and  leave  them  a Efficient  motive 
for  induftry  and  (economy.  Every  man, 
however  attached  to  his  own  offspring,  or 
near  relations,  has  a clear  right  to  confider 
himfelf  as  a member  of  the  community  at 
large;  and  it  is  even  incumbent  upon  him 
to  fet  his  fucceffors  an  example  of  that  gene- 
rofity  and  public  fpirit,  in  which,  if  he  be 
a wife  and  liberal  man  himfelf,  he  muft  wifh 
that  they  would  follow  his  fteps. 

I mention  thefe  confiderations  on  account 
of  the  difficulties  under  which  our  inftitu- 
tion  now  labours;  and  it  is  hoped  that, 
great  as  they  are,  they  will  not  exceed  the 
ability  and  liberality  of  its  friends,  when 
the  importance  of  the  objed  is  Efficiently 
attended  to  by  them. 

I am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
atteft  the  excellent  Hate  of  this  inftitution. 

from 
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from  my  own  obfervation  : for,  having  at- 
tended the  laft  examination,  I can  truly  fay 
that,  concerned  as  I have  been  in  the  bu- 
finefs  of  education  myfelf,  I never  received 
equal  fatisfadtion  from  any  performance  of 
the  kind.  Pupils  who  gave  fo  good  an  ac- 
count of  their  ledtures,  muft  have  been 
carefully  inftrudted  ; and  the  attention  that 
is  given  to  the  difcipline  of  the  College,  I 
have  reafon  to  think,  is  not  lefs  than  that 
which  is  beftowed  on  inftru&ion.  It  is 
hoped  that  an  inftitution  fo  perfect  with 
refpeft  to  every  thing  within , will  not  want 
fupport  from  without f 

The  Diflenters,  notwithftanding  all  the 
claims  upon  them,  juft  and  unjuft,  are  a 
wealthy  part  of  the  community ; and  habits 
of  induftry  and  frugality,  which  prevail 
among  them,  will  not  fail  to  make  any  fet 
of  men  rich.  Befides,  this  College  not  being 
confined  to  diflenters,  but  diffufing  its  liberal 
principles  to  youth  in  general,  it  is  not 
doubted  but  that  the  liberal  and  wealthy  of 
other  denominations  will  feel  an  intereft  in 
it,  and  aflift  in  fupporting  an  inftitution 

which 
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which  has  for  its  object,  not  the  benefit  of 
Diflenters  only,  but  that  of  the  country  at 
large,  and  of  pofterity  in  general.  Far  am  I, 
however,  from  wifhing  this,  or  any  other 
public  inftitution,  to  be  fo  richly  endowed, 
as  to  be  left  independent  of  the  utmoft  ex- 
ertions of  the  tutors  and  managers  to  pre- 
ferve  the  credit  of  it.  We  fee  enough  of 
the  folly  of  profufion  in  this  refpecl  in  our 
Englifh  Univerfities,  and  of  the  wifdom  of 
moderation  in  thofe  of  the  Scots. 

I fhall  now  proceed  to  point  out  fbme  of 
the  great  objeds  refpeding  the  ftate  of  this 
country,  of  neighbouring  nations,  and  of 
the  world  in  general,  which  require  peculiar 
attention  and  exertion,  and  to  which  this 
inftitution  of  yours,  fmall  as  it  is,  may  be 
expeded  to  be  fubfervient.  And  I truft  it 
will  be  the  care  of  all  who  are  concerned  in 
direding  the  ftudies  of  youth,  to  lead  them 
to  confider  themfelves  not  only  as  pri- 
vate citizens,  and  to  form  them  for  the 
proper  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  hulbands, 
fathers,  matters,  or  even  magiftratesj  but 
not  to  forget  that  they  are  members  of  the 

larger 
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larger  foclety  of  mankind,  and  therefore 
fhould  feel  a real  intereft  in  whatever  refpeds 
general  truth,  general  liberty,  and  general 
happinefs ; and  there  have  lately  arifen  im- 
portant fituations,  which  in  a moft  linking 
manner  call  for  the  attention  of  the  friends 

i 

of  truth,  and  of  the  greater  interefls  of  man- 
kind ; fuch  as,  in  a manner,  compel  perfons 
of  any  enlargement  of  mind,  and  general  be- 
nevolence, to  look  beyond  themfelves,  their 
own  country,  or  their  own  times* 

Without  any  fpirit  of  prophecy  in  our- 
Felves,  without  any  uncommon  degree  of 
difcernment  of  the  figns  of  the  times , and  a 
little  aid  from  the  prophecies  of  Scripture, 
which  always  grow  clearer  in  proportion  to 
the  near  approach  of  the  events  predidted, 
we  may  all  perceive  that  we  muft  be  at  the 
eve  of  great  revolutions,  fuch  as  will  roufe 
the  faculties,  and  call  forth  the  exertions  of 
great  numbers,  at  prefent,  probably,  alto- 
gether unknown.  But  great  times  and  oc- 
cafions  form,  and  as  it  were,  create,  charac- 
ters adapted  to  themfelves. 
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It  feems  to  have  pleafed  God,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  wife  providence,  to  divide  the  affairs 
of  men  into  great  and  diftindt  periods*  each 
of  which  has  its  refpe&ive  object,  to  which 
the  truly  wife  will  not  be  unattentive,  but 
diredt  their  views,  and  bend  their  efforts,  ac- 
cordingly. Not  to  go  fo  far  back  as  to  the 
great  period  of  the  promulgation  of  the  Gofpef 
when  God  was  pleafed  to  call  mankind,  in  a 
more  efpecial  manner,  from  a ftate  of  dark- 
nefs  to  light,  from  the  worfhip  of  the  groffer 
parts  of  nature,  to  the  knowledge  and  wor- 
fhip of  himfelf,  and  to  a purer  morality,  and 
more  fublime  views,  than  they  were  before 
acquainted  with  $ near  three  centuries  are 
now  elapfed  fince  the  great  period  of  the 
reformation , antecedent  to  which  Chriftianity 
was  funk  into  a ftate  very  limilar  to  that  of 
the  former  heathenifm,  the  true  God  and 
his  worfhip  having  been  in  a manner 
overlooked,  and  the  homage  of  Chriftians, 
divided  among  a multiplicity  of  other  objedts, 
generally  dead  men,  called  faints,  their  images 
and  even  their  relifts.  Some  of  the  perfons 
were  even  imaginary,  and  all  of  them  as  im- 
potent, as  the  objedts  of  the  preceding  Heathen 
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worfhip ; and  when  fuperftition  in  a thoufand 
forms  had  taken  the  place  of  fubftantial  virtue. 

By  Wickcliff  in  this  country,  by  John 
Hufs,  and  Jerom  of  Prague,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  by  Zuinglius,  Luther,  Calvin,  and 
their  aflociates,  the  Divine  Being  was  pleafed 
to  awaken  the  attention  of  many  perfons 
in  this  part  of  the  Chriftian  world,  fo  that 
they  could  not  but  perceive  the  abfurdity  of 
this  groffer  idolatry.  But,  befides  leaving 
untouched  the  corner-ftone  of  the  whole 
fyftem,  in  the  idolatrous  worfip  of  Jefus 
Chrijl 9 befides  leaving  the  principle  of  perfe- 
ction for  confcience-fake  in  the  fame  ftate 
as  before,  and  rather  ftrengthening  the  un- 
natural alliance  between  Chriftianity  and  the 
powers  of  this  world,  another  quite  new  and 
moft  alarming  evil  fprung  up,  though  inci- 
dentally, from  the  circumftances  of  thofe 
times.  The  attention  of  the  more  enlightened 
part  of  mankind  being  at  that  time  more  par- 
ticularly drawn  to  Chriftianity,  and  to  religion 
in  general,  the  topics  of  which  were  then 
open  to  continual  difcuffion,  in  almoft  all 
books,  and  all  convention,  many  perfons  of 
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good  fenfe,  but  deftitute  of  fufficient  patience 
and  candour,  looking  no  farther  than  the 
absurdities  then  profeffed  by  all  Chriftians, 
were  led  to  rejedt  the  whole  fyftem  ; and 
from  this  fource  has  arifen  fuch  a number  of 
unbelievers,  efpecially  in  the  upper  and  more 
polifhed  ranks  of  life  (a  number  continually 
and  rapidly  increafing)  as  has  of  late  ap- 
peared not  a little  alarming  to  thofe  who 
have  not  fufficient  confidence  in  the  power  of 
truth,  or  have  not  been  apprized  of  the  bene-4 
ficial  operation  even  of  error. 

Unbelievers,  however,  have  rendered  a moft 
important  Service  to  Chriftianity,  and  fuch 
as  its  moft  zealous  friends  would  perhaps 
have  been  the  laft  to  do  for  it.  They  have 
induftrioufly  expofed  the  imperfedtions  and 
blemifhes  of  what  was  then  univerfally  con- 
sidered as  Chriftianity,  and  have  led  the 
more  enlightened  Chriftians,  in  confequence 
of  attending  to  their  objections,  to  abandon 
whatever  was  Spurious  and  foreign  to  it, 
and  which,  from  various  Sources,  had,  in 
the  courfe  of  many  ages,  been  introduced 
into  it, 
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To  thefe  corruptions  of  genuine  Chris- 
tianity, and  alfotothe  evidence  of  the  fyftem 
itfelf,  it  is  of  the  greateft  importance  that 
young  men,  who  are  likely  to  fee  the  world, 
and  have  influence  in  the  affairs  of  it,  fhould 
in  a more  particular  manner  be  made  to  at- 
tend. And  confidering  the  very  corrupted 
flate  of  Chriftiartity  in  general,  and  the  pro- 
digious increafe  of  infidelity  in  confequence 
of  it,  there  is  even  now  a loud  call  for  men 
poffefled  of  the  fpirit  of  apoftles,  of  con- 
feffors,  and  even  of  martyrs,  men  who,  with- 
out any  views  to  this  world,  Shall  wholly 
devote  themfelves  to  the  purification  and 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,  that  mankind 
may  again  fee  what  they  had  the  faireft  op- 
portunity of  doing  in  the  primitive  times,  viz. 
that  a firm  belief  of  Chriftianity  is  capable 
of  effeftually  raifing  mens'  views  above  this 
world,  and  making  them  only  attentive  to 
their  intereft,  and  that  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures, in  another.  The  evidence  of  fo  clear 
and  fleady  a faith  in  fome,  efpecially  if  they 
be  refpe&able  for  their  ability,  their  know- 
ledge, and  difintereftednefs,  cannot  but  have 
a happy  effett  upon  great  numbers,  leading 
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them  to  examine  what  muft  to  them  appear 
a moft  ftriking  phenomenon ; and  all  that 
our  religion  afks  is  a due  attention  to  its 
evidence.  For  the  generality  of  unbelievers 
are  perfons  whofe  minds  are  wholly  ingrolTed 
by  the  things  of  this  world,  by  lucrative, 
political,  or  philofophical  purfuits,  or  who, 
from  fome  other  motive,  are  difinclined  to 
think  at  all  on  the  fubjedt  of  religion. 

1 

We  are,  in  fa£t,  in  a fituation  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  apoftles.  The  world  requires  to 
be  In  a manner  re-chrijliajiized . For  fuch 
is  the  prevalence  of  a fpurious  Chriftianity 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  infidelity  on  the 
other,  that  what  has  been  formerly  done  is, 
with  refpedt  to  a great  part  of  the  world,  in 
a manner  undone,  and  the  work  is  to  begin 
again.  But  there  are  ample  means  of  doing 
it,  and  nothing  but  zeal,  and  a proper  fpirit, 
is  wanting.  In  another  refpedt,  alfo,  we 
are  now  in  the  fituation  of  the  primitive 
Chriftians,  as  the  friends  of  reformation 
have  nothing  to  expedl  from  power , or  gr- 
neral favour , but  muft  look  for  every  fpecies 
of  abufe  and  perfecution  that  the  fpirit  of 
C z the 
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the  times  will  admit  of.  If  even  burning 
alive  was  a fight  that  the  country  would  now 
bear,  there  exifts  a fpirit  which  would  inflidt 
that  horrid  punifhment,  and  with  as  much 
cool  indifference,  or  favage  exultation,  as  in 
any  preceding  age  of  the  world.  But  youth 
fhould  be  fo  trained  up,  as,  without  fear,  to 
look  for  every  fpecies  of  ill  ufage  in  a good 
caufe.  Such  is  the  force  of  truth,  efpecially 
when  urged  by  men  who  themfelves  feel  the 
force  of  it,  and  who  refpedl  nothing  but  truth, 
that  it  will  now,  as  formerly,  prevail  over  all 
oppofition.  The  world  may  bear  down  parti- 
cular men , but  they  cannot  bear  down  a good 
caufe ; and  in  the  fteady  fupport  of  it  fuch 
men  will  not  much  regard  what  is  done  to 
themfelves. 

Now,  where  are  we  to  look  for  this  zeal 
for  the  purification  and  extenfion  of  Chris- 
tianity ? Where  are  youth  to  be  trained  in 
thefe  enlarged  and  generous  principles?  Cer- 
tainly where  thefe  principles  are  at  leaft  pro- 
feffedly  taught,  rather  than  where  they  make 
no  part  of  education  at  all.  . When  young 
men  are  never  inftrudted  in  the  evidence  of 
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revelation,  and  go  abroad  without  any  pro- 
per knowledge  of  it,  they  foon  lofe  the  little 
they  learned  of  their  nurfes,  and  return 
finifhed,  and  generally  profligate,  unbe- 
lievers ; having  had  nothing  folid  to  oppofe 
to  the  ingenuity  and  the  profane  jefts  of  the 
licentious  wits  they  met  with,  and  finding 
the  little  religion  they  had  an  impediment  to 
the  indulgence  of  their  paflions. 

It  is  not  denied  that  our  univerfities,  as 
well  as  others  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
were  fufficiently  adapted  to  the  times  in 
which  they  were  inftituted.  They  formed 
fuch  men,  and  fuch  writers,  as  the  age  re- 
quired. But  if  the  times  change,  thofe  old 
eftablifhments  do  not,  as  they  ought  to  do, 
change  with  them ; and,  in  confequence  of 
this,  inftitutions  which  were  at  firft  highly 
ufeful,  as  indeed  moft  inftitutions  have  been, 
(having  been  fuggefted  by  real  and  prefling 
occafions)  may  not  only  ceafe  to  be  ufeful, 
but  grow  into  a real  nuifance,  as  monafteries 
in  all  Chriftian  countries  have  done. 

When  our  univerfities  were  founded, 
all  religion  was  contained  in  creeds,  efta- 
C 3 bliflied 


22 


Objects  of 

blifhed  by  councils,  and  the  articles  of  it 
were  univerfally  confidered  as  things  to  be 
received , and  maintained , or  at  moft  explained* 
Nothing  remained  to  be  qneflioned>  or  pro- 
perly difcujfed ; and  as  there  were  no  unbe- 
lievers, at  leaft  none  who  durft  avow  their 
unbelief,  it  could  not  occur  to  any  perfon, 
that  the  evidence  of  revelation  was  any  ne- 
ceflary  article  of  academical  inftruftion.  I 
believe,  however,  it  is  peculiar  to  oar  Eng- 
lifh  univerfities  to  require  an  abfolute  fub- 
fcription  to  complex  articles  of  faith,  which 
it  is  impoffible  they  can  have  ftudied,  and 
which  it  is  not  generally  fuppofed  that  they 
have  even  read.  How  dangerous  a practice 
xnuft  this  be  with  refpeft  to  young  minds, 
precluding  all  rational  inquiry,  and  initiating 
them  in  infirjeerity,  at  an  age  when  it  is  pe- 
culiarly neceffary  to  inculcate  the  ftridteft 
regard  to  truth  and  virtue. 

It  is  therefore  from  Diflenters  alone,  not 
fhackled  by  the  fetters  of  our  univerfities, 
that  free  inquiry  into  matters  of  religion 
can  be  expected.  It  is  in  fuch  places  of 
education  as  ours,  and  in  fuch  only,  that 
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the  principles  of  Chriftianity  can  be  properly- 
taught,  that  its  evidence  can  be  fairly  laid 
before  the  mind,  and  its  genuine  doctrines 
freely  explored ; and  where  tutors,  equally 
enlightened  and  zealous,  may  be  expected  to 
infufe  their  own  light  and  zeal  into  the  minds 
of  others.  By  encouraging  this  inftitution, 
therefore,  you  are  contributing  to  re-chrif- 
tianize  the  world,  lupplying  it  with  teachers 
properly  qualified  for  this  great  purpofe. 

This  great  work,  however,  will  be  done. 
The  times  are  fully  ripe  for  it,  and  proper 
inftruments  will,  no  doubt,  be  found,  whe- 
ther our  places  of  education  have  the  honour 
of  producing  them,  or  not.  Many  great  ar- 
ticles of  reformation  have  already  engage4 
the  attention  of  the  learned,  and  their  opi- 
nion, though  not  countenanced  by  power, 
will  not  fail,  in  due  time,  to  draw  after  it 
that  of  the  unlearned,  and  of  the  world  at 
large.  In  fa 61,  it  is  knowledge  that  finally 
governs  mankind,  and  power , though  ever 
fo  refractory,  muft  at  length  yield  to  it. 
The  truth  of  Chriftianity  in  general,  and 
that  of  the  great  doctrine  of  it,  and  of  all 
C 4 revelation. 
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revelation,  the  divine  unity , cannot  long  re- 
main in  doubt.  In  both  thefe  cafes,  all  the 
proper  evidence  either  already  is,  or  foon  will 
be  produced,  and,  when  duly  attended  to, 
it  cannot  fail  to  have  its  effect.  It  is  in- 
cumbent upon  us,  however,  to  urge  every 
great  truth  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon>  and  to 
train  up  others  who  fhall  adopt,  and  Readily 
purfue,  the  fame  great  purpofes.  It  is  ze^il 
more  than  knowledge  that  is  now  wanting, 
and  real  knowledge,  implying  a juft  fenfe  of 
the  value>  as  well  as  of  the  evidence  of  truth, 
cannot  fail,  in  time,  to  produce  this  zeal, 

The  effect  of  paft  labours  cannot  fail  to 
animate  the  zeal  of  all  who  feel  for  the  inte- 
reft  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  welfare  of  man* 
kind,  to  ftill  greater  exertions  and  the  pro- 
fpedls  which  are  now  opening  upon  us  are 
indeed  moft  glorious  and  encouraging.  We 
clearly  fee,  even  the  infidel  part  of  the  world 
fees  it,  that  the  time  is  faft  approaching, 
when  the  power  of  the  Pope,  the  great  foul 
pf  fpiritual  tyranny,  will  come  to  an  end, 
A deadly  wound  was  given  to  it  at  the  Re- 
formation, but  that  wound  feemed  to  be  in 
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a great  meafure  healed.  It  continued,  how- 
ever, to  fefter,  and  now  an  univerfal  mortifi- 
cation feems  to  be  taking  place.  The  great 
fupports  of  the  Papal  power,  the  orders  of 
monks  in  general,  and  of  the  Jefuits  in  par- 
ticular, together  with  the  Inquifition,  are 
nearly  removed.  Thofe  princes  of  Chrif- 
tendom  who  for  a time  gave  their  power  and 
Jlrength  unto  the  be  aft)  now  feem  difpofed  to  ft  rip 
him  of  it ; and  that  country  in  which  ap- 
peared the  laft  cruel  effects  of  papal  tyranny, 
in  that  grievous  perfecution  which  followed 
the  revocation  of  the  edift  of  Nantz,  can  now 
hardly  be  faid  to  bepopifh,  but  to  be  poffelTed 
by  truly  catholic  Chriftians.  Nay,  many 
enlightened  members  of  that  very  church, 
which  has  been  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the 
martyrs , are  the  moft  earned:  to  explode  not 
only  all  ufurpation  properly  papal,  but  all 
interference  of  civil  power  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion, fo  as  to  leave  no  caufe  whatever  of 
perfecution  for  confcience  fake. 

In  fhort,  we  fee  the  fpeedy  approach  of 
the  Popes  to  their  primitive  ftate  of  fimple 
bifhops  of  Rome ; and  when  their  temporal 
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power,  which  preceded  and  fupported  their 
fpiritual  authority  Shall  be  gone,  the  latter 
will  foon  follow  it.  When  there  is  no  power 
to  inforce  the  decrees  of  the  See  of  Rome, 
they  will  be  no  more  regarded  than  thofe 
of  the  See  of  Canterbury,  or  of  the  church 
which  meets  in  this  place.  Alfo,  without 
power,  mere  pre-eminence , if  it  fhould  be 
thought  worth  preferving,  will  foon  be  dis- 
puted 5 and  if  the  preference  muft  be  given 
to  churches  founded  by  the  Apofiles , it  muft 
be  given  to  that  of  Jerufalem,  of  Ephefus, 
of  Corinth,  and  many  others,  rather  than 
to  that  of  Rome.  As  to  general  councils,  held 
by  fome  to  be  the  feat  of  infallibility,  who 
is  there  to  call  them,  and  how  are  their 
decrees  to  be  inforced  ? 

What  an  immenfe  field  of  Speculation  and 
exertion  is  now  opening  to  us  from  this 
Source?  Things  cannot  continue  long  in 
the  Rate  in  which  they  now  are,  any  more 
than  they  did  when  Luther  began  to  preach 
againft  indulgences.  The  fubjedl  of  reli- 
gion > and  efpecially  every  thing  relating  to 
religious  eJlabli/hmentSy  muft  come  under  a 
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ftrift  examination.  The  political  ftate  of 
the  world  will  make  difcuffions  of  this  kind 
abfolutely  neceffary.  Alfo  in  the  great  re- 
volutions which  are  evidently  coming  on  in 
eccjefiaftical,  as  well  as  in  civil  affairs,  church 
hijlory  mull  be  carefully  ftudied,  as  great 
ufe  cannot  fail  to  be  made  of  it  in  the  im- 
portant queftions  which  muft  now  come  be- 
fore the  public. 

X 

There  will,  on  thefe  accounts,  be  a great 
call  for  men  well  verfed  in  ecclefiaftical  his- 
tory, and  in  religious  controverfy,  as  well 
as  in  the  theory  of  civil  government,  for 
at  leaft  a century  to  come ; and  where  are 
we  to  look  for  thefe  men,  but  in  fuch  places 
of  education  as  that  which  you  are  now 
inftituting  ? Even  ftatefmen  themfelves,  who 
have  never  thought  on  thefe  fubjefts  before, 
and  who  have  generally  affe&ed  to  defpife 
them,  muft  now  attend  to  them,  and  ftudy 
them.  It  is  what  the  times  will  render  ab- 
folutely neceffary.  We  already  fee  them 
begin  to  enter  the  lifts  ; but  the  advantage 
will  always  be  on  the  fide  of  thofe  who  have 
been  regularly  taught  the  firft  principles  of 
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thefe  branches  of  knowledge,  and  who  have 
been  ufed  to  theological , in  conjunction  with 
kijlorical  inveftigations,  with  which  the  ge- 
nerality of  ftatefmen  are  wholly  unacquainted. 
Thefe  fubjefls,  important  as  they  are,  fince 
the  welfare  of  civil  fociety  is  nearly  interefted 
in  them,  feem  to  be,  at  prefent,  but  little 
underftood  in'France,  or  on  the  Continent 
in  general.  Let  us  have  the  ambition  of 
being  their  inftru&ors  ; and  it  will  not  detraft 
from  our  honour,  if  in  time  (as  has  already 
taken  place  with  refpeft  to  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty ) they  become  our  mafters. 

' Another  great  event  which  I begin  to 
flatter  myfelf  we  may  be  looking  forwards  toa 
is  the  fall  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  when  an  end 
will  be  put  to  a fy  ftem  of  government,  the  moft 
unfriendly  to  human  happinefs,  and  to  im- 
provements of  all  kinds,  that  the  world  has  ever 
groaned  under ; a government,  or  rather  a def- 
potifm,  extending  over  the  fined:,  and  firft- 
civilized  parts  of  the  globe,  at  prefent  in  a 
ftatc  of  mifery  and  depopulation. 

Should  that  empire  fall,  what  a field- will  be 
immediately  opened  for  men  of  fpirit,  and  of 
6 talents 


Academical  ’Education , 29 

talents  of  all  kinds,  to  explore  the  curious  and 
valuable  remains  of  antiquity,  perhaps  to  dif- 
cover  ancient  and  long-loft  writings,  to  a (cer- 
tain the  geography  and  natural  hiftory  of 
ancient  places,  by  which  much  light  will  be 
thrown  upon  hiftories,  which  will,  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  attradf  the  attention  of 
mankind,  and  efpecially  that  of  the  Scriptures? 
What  a field  will  then  be  opened  for  the  in- 
ftruftion  of  the  Mahometans,  and  extending 
the  falutary  light  of  the  gofpel  to  countries 
where  at  prefent  little  remains  of  it  befides 
the  name.  The  fall  of  this  enormous  power 
(and  they  are  not  the  friends  of  mankind, 
of  fcience,  or  religion,  who  wifh  its  fupport) 
will  probably  be  followed  by  other  great 
events,  with  which  the  future  happy  ftate  of 
the  world  is  ftill  more  nearly  connected ; but 
on  this  fubjeft,  though  with  difficulty,  I for- 
bear to  enlarge*. 

Another  and  moft  important  circumftance 
which  calls  us  to  attend  to  the  proper  educa- 

* I mean  the  return  of  the  Jews  to  Paleftine,  and  the 
great  events  connected  in  prophecy  with  it.  This  will  be 
the  true  aera  of  the  renovation  of  the  world. 
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tion  of  our  youth,  is  the  new  light  which 
is  now  altnoft  every  where  burfting  out  in 
favour  of  the  civil  rights  of  men , and  the 
great  objefts  and  ufes  of  civil  government . 
While  fo  favourable  a wind  is  abroad,  let 
every  young  mind  expand  itfelf,  catch  the 
riling  gale,  and  partake  of  the  glorious  en- 
thuliafm  the  great  objeCts  of  which  are  the 
flourifhing  flate  *of  fcience,  arts,  manufac- 
tures, and  commerce,  the  extinction  of  wars, 
with  the  calamities  incident  to  mankind  from 
them,  the  abolilhing  of  all  ufelefs  diftinCtions, 
which  were  the  offspring  of  a barbarous  age, 
(producing  an  abfurd  haughtinefs  in  fome, 
and  a bafe  fervility  in  others)  and  a general 
releafe  for  all  fuch  taxes,  and  burdens  of 
every  kind,  as  the  public  good  does  not  re- 
quire. In  fhort,  to  make  government  as  bene- 
ficial, and  as  little  expenfive  and  burdenfome, 
as  poflible. 

Let  the  liberal  youth  be  every  where  en- 
couraged to  ftudy  the  nature  of  government, ' 
and  attend  to  every  thing  that  makes  nations 
fecure  and  happy.  Whatever  regulations 
have  this  tendency,  are  equally  for  the  be- 
nefit 
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ndit  of  th t governors  and  the  governed,  becaufe 
they  promote  mutual  confidence.  A tyrant, 
one  who  has  the  property  and  the  lives  of  his 
fubjeets  at  his  own  difpofal,  muft  ever  live  in 
fear  of  his  own,  while  every  man  will  feel  an 
filtered  in  the  prefervation,  and  in  the  rank, 
of  any  perfon,  when  they  have  been  taught  to 
confider  them  as  the  pledge  of  their  own  fe- 
curity  and  happinefs. 

Hitherto  the  great  interefts  of  millions 
have,  in  mod  countries,  been  fubjedt  to  the 
caprice  of  a few,  and  even  the  great  article 
of  war , and  the  infinite  hazards  to  which 
dates  have  been  expofed  by  it,  have  depended 
upon  thofe  who  were  folely  governed  by  their 
private  views  of  intered  and  ambition. 
Hence,  in  almod  all  hidories,  we  fee  little 
more  than  what  has  been  done  by  princes 
and  minijlers  of  ft ate  \ and  it  is  only  from 
incidental  circumdances  that  we  are  able  to 
colledt  what  has  been  thought,  or  done,  by 
the  people , what  has  been  the  progrefs  of 
fcience,  of  arts,  of  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce, by  which  the  real  welfare  of  nations 
is  promoted.  In  general,  while  the  people 

have 
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have  been  labouring  for  themfelves,  kings 
and  minifters  of  ftate  have,  by  their  crooked 
policy,  been  counteracting  them ; and  yet 
they  have  never  failed  to  claim  all  the  merit 
of  what  they  have  not  been  able  to  hinder 
the  people  from  doing  for  themfelves.  There 
are,  no  doubt,  exceptions  to  this  obferva- 
tion  ; becaufe  there  have  been  truly  en- 
lightened, and  truly  patriotic  kings  and  mi- 
nifters ; but  they  have  been  few  indeed,  com- 
pared with  the  numbers  of  the  weak  and  the 
felfifh*. 

How  glorious  has  been  the  example  of  a 
neighbouring  nation  in  this  refpedt,  by  which 
they  have,  in  a manner,  infured  peace  to 
themfelves  and  to  other  nations,  at  the  fame 
time  declaiming  all  views  of  conqueft,  and 
thereby  cutting  off  almoft  every  poffible  caufe 
of  war  ? In  future  hiftory,  France  muft  be 
confidered  as  the  firft  of  nations,  for  their 

* What  is  the  power  of  making  peace  and  war,  not 
for  themfelves  (for  that  would  be  of  fmall  confequence) 
but  for  thoufands  and  millions  of  others,  whofe  happinefs 
has,  unfortunately,  been  at  their  difpofal,  in  fuch  hands, 
but  like  pen-knives  in  the  hands  of  children,  or  loaded 
fire-arms  in  the  hands  of  favages,  who  know  nothing 
of  the  power  or  the  ufe  of  them  ? 
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noble  declarations  on  this  fubje£t,  efpecially 
confidering  how  ambitious  and  warlike  that 
people  has  heretofore  been. 

How  glorious  will  it  be  for  the  Britifh 
youth,  and  the  places  of  education  in  which 
they  are  formed,  to  enter  the  lifts  with  the 
heroes  abroad,  who  have  adopted  thefe  new 
and  great  objedls  of  civil  policy.  And  (hall 
the  youth  of  Britain  be  lefs  generous  and 
noble-minded  than  our  brethren  in  America, 
or  our  ancient  rivals  in  France  ? As  we  have 
vyed  with  them  in  the  arts  of  war,  let  us 
now  vye  with  them  in  the  arts  of  peace ; and 
after  having  for  centuries  paft  moft  unnatu- 
rally harrafled  and  tormented  each  other, 
let  us,  as  becomes  peaceable  men,  good 
Chriftians,  and  good  neighbours,  ftudy  to 
repair  all  paft  injuries  ; and,  laying  afide  all 
mean  and  impolitic  jealoufy,  let  us  exert 
ourfelves  to  ferve  each  other  to  the  utmoft  of 

our  common  power. 

* 

The  prevailing  good  fenfe  and  humanity 
of  the  prefent  age,  the  riling  fpirit  of  com- 
merce and  oeconomy,  together  with  the  fenfe 
D which 


34  Objects  of 

which  all  nations  now  have  of  the  dreadful 
weight  of  public  debts,  and  increafing  taxes, 
enable  us  to  prognofticate  with  certainty  the 
approach  of  thofe  happy  times,  in  which  the 
fure  prophecies  of  fcripture  inform  us,  that 
wars  Jhall  ceafe , and  univerfal  peace  and  har- 
mony take  place.  This  event  will  be  the 
more  favourable  to  revelation,  as  it  will  have 
been  confiderably  forwarded  by  thofe  who 
are  its  enemies,  and  who  leaft  of  all  imagine 
that  they  are  labouring  to  fulfil  any  pro- 
phecy, moft  of  them  probably  having  never 
heard  of  any  fuch  prediftion. 

But  let  not  all  the  honour  of  thefe  glorious 
labours  be  engroffed  by  unbelievers.  Let  thofe 
who  embrace  the  pure  faith,  and  who  breathe 
the  pure  and  pacific  fpirit,  of  the  gofpel,  exert 
themfelves  moft  of  all  to  accomplifh  the 
fame  end.  'The  harvejl  truly  is  greats  and 
there  is  room  for  many  labourers , each  with 
his  own  views,  to  give  aid  to  the  influence 
of  good  fenfe,  or  of  religion,  and  to  get  the 
better  of  a falfe,  barbarous  and  ruinous  po- 
licy, that  has  fo  long  governed  the  world, 
and  retarded  the  natural  progrefs  of  improve- 
ments 0 f all  kinds. 
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The  feeds  of  all  great  improvements  have 
been  long  fown  in  this  and  other  countries, 
but  much  time,  and  great  care,  are  requifite 
to  bring  them  to  maturity.  The  feeds  of  a 
purer  Chriftianity  were  fown  by  Socinus,  and 
others,  as  early  as  the  age  of  Luther,  but, 
till  of  late,  a violent  bigotry  has  been  able 
to  check  its  growth.  The  genuine  princi- 
ples of  civil  government  were  taught  by 
Locke  and  others,  at  the  time  of  our  Revo- 
lution, and  indeed  in  an  earlier  period  in 
this  country ; and  yet  the  natural  rights  of 
men  are  by  many  ftill  difregarded,  and  the 
pretended  and  ufurped  rights  of  particular 
claffes  of  men , whofe  interefts  are  incompa- 
tible with  thofe  of  the  great  majority  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  are  held  up  in  oppofition  to 
them. 

The  great  dodlrine  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrifi 
not  being  of  this  world , was  preached,  though 
not  in  its  full  extent,  by  the  famous  Hoadly 
and  others  near  a century  ago ; and  yet  this 
mod  unnatural  alliance  of  church  and  fatey 
as  it  is  called,  or  rather  that  of  churchmen 
and  ftatefmen,  (for  it  is  highly  injurious  to 
the  true  interefts  of  both  church  and  ftate) 
D 2 is 
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is  ftill  oftentatioufly  preached  up,  not  only 
by  divines,  but  by  laymen.  Even  different, 
and  formerly  hoftile  eftablifhments,  feel  a 
ftrong  fympathy  for  each  other  in  their  pre- 
fent  common  danger ; proteftants  themfelves 
openly  lamenting  the  fall  of  a popifh  church; 
as  clearly  perceiving  that,  in  fa£t,  both  their 
churches  ftand  upon  the  fame  ground,  and 
juftly  apprehending  that  the  fame  light  and 
good  fenfe  which  has  been  fatal  to  the  one, 
cannot  fail  in  due  time  to  overthrow  the 
other. 

In  the  prefent  confirmation  of  all  the 
friends  of  thefe  eftablifhments,  they  difcover 
every  fymptom  of  the  fulfilment  of  that  pro- 
phecy in  the  book  of  Revelation,  which  fays 
that  their  kingdom  Jhail  be  full  of  darknefs , 
and  that  they  fhall  gnaw  their  tongues  for 
pain , but  without  repenting  of  their  deeds . The 
late  writings  in  favour  of  liberty,  civil  and 
religious,  have  been  like  a beam  of  light 
fuddenly  thrown  among  owls,  bats,  or  moles, 
who,  being  incapable  of  receiving  any  plea- 
fure  or  benefit  from  it,  can  only  cry  out,  and 
hide  themfelves,  when  the  light  approaches, 
and  difturbs  them.  But  may  this  light  in- 

creafe. 
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creafe,  and  let  all  who  are  offended  by  it 
retire  into  whatever  holes  they  think  proper. 
May  the  fons  of  this  inftitution  eagerly  catch, 
and  wifely  diredl,  this  beam  of  facred  truth, 
and  let  them  apply  it,  like  Ithuriel’s  fpear, 
to  every  objed  without  diftindion,  whether 
of  a civil  or  of  a religious  nature. 

In  this  fteady  and  fearlefs  purfuit  of  truth, 
let  them  be  taught  to  defpife  alike  the  con- 
tempt of  the  pretended  philofopher,  and  the 
rage  of  the  bigot.  But  let  them  be  apprized 
that  there  is  no  wifdom,  or  advantage,  in 
throwing  pearls  before  fwine , and  that  when  pre- 
judices of  any  kind  are  become  inveterate,  all 
labour  is  in  vain.  Let  them  be  taught  that 
the  chief  objects  of  their  inftrudion  are  the 
young,  like  themfelves,  and  efpecially  thofe 
in  the  middle  claffes  of  life,  fuch  as  thofe  of 
whom  the  converts  to  C’hriftianity  in  the 
early  ages  generally  confided,  The  lowed: 
of  the  vulgar  will  not  eafily  be  brought  to 
think  on  fubjeds  that  are  wholly  new  to 
them,  though  of  the  greated:  importance; 
but  every  means  fnould  be  ufed  to  excite 
their  attention,  and  to  prepare  them  for  reli- 
gious inftrudion.  As  to  perfons  in  the 
D 3 higheft 
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higheft  clafles  of  life,  they  are  chiefly  fwayed 
by  their  connections,  and  very  feldom  have 
the  courage  to  think  and  aCt  for  themfelves, 
though  they  have  the  molt  glorious  oppor- 
tunity of  diftinguifhing  themfelves  by  fo 
doing. 

But  while  we  are  endeavouring  to  extend 
the  boundaries  of  light,  and  to  contract  thofe 
of  darknefs,  let  us  be  thankful  to  Almighty 
God,  on  a comparifon  of  the  former  times 
with  the  prefent,  on  account  of  the  great  fu- 
periority  in  our  favour.  Infinitely  is  our  pre- 
fent civilization  fuperior  to  the  barbarifm 
of  the  feudal  times,  when  nothing  was 
gained  for  the  people  (for  thofe  who  ftudied 
to  be  quiet  and  to  mind  their  own  bufinefs ) but 
by  forced  conceffions  from  kings  or  nobles  -y 
when  princes  in  temporals,  and  priefts  in 
fpirituals,  left  nothing  of  rational  liberty  in 
the  world ; and  when  death,  in  the  moft 
frightful  forms,  was  the  fure  confequence 
of  every  attempt  of  men  to  think  for  them- 
felves, or  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  others. 

Let  us  alfo  make  all  due  allowance  for  the 

prejudices  of  others,  thofe  who  live  in  dark- 
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nefs  in  the  midft  of  the  growing  light  of  the 
age.  For  though  many  of  thofe  who  are  the 
enemies  of  liberty,  civil  or  religious,  are  go- 
verned by  their  fecular  intereft,  and  are  de- 
termined, notwithftanding  their  conventions, 
to  oppofe  all  improvements,  others  really 
think  they  do  God fervice  in  oppofing  innova - 
tion.  Let  us  confider  that  all  great  im- 
provements in  the  ftate  of  fociety  ever  have 
been,  and  ever  muft  be,  the  growth  of  time, 
the  refult  of  the  moft  peaceable,  but  ar- 
duous endeavours,  in  purfuing  the  flowed 
of  all  procefles,  that  of  enlightening  the 
minds  of  men ; and  that,  after  all,  this 
noble  end  has  feldom  been  attained  without 
great  facrifices,  from  generous  and  difin- 
terefted  individuals,  who,  though  the  greateft 
benefadlors  of  mankind,  receive  no  reward  in 
the  prefent  world,  but  in  the  gratitude  of 
pofterity,  and  in  Heaven. 

Let  us,  however,  affiduoufly  cherifh  this 
generous  magnanimity  in  young  minds,  and 
educate  men,  not  for  themfelves  only,  but 
for  their  country,  and  the  world.  Our  Sa- 
viour faithfully  apprized  his  difciples,  that 
they  would  be  hated  of  all  men  for  his  name's 
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fake , and  that  they  muft  look  for  their  re- 
com  pence  at  the  refurreBion  of  the  juft.  Let 
us  not  then  deceive  any  man,  and  lead  of 
all,  the  young  and  unexperienced,  but  fairly 
give  them  their  choice  of  the  honourable 
fervice  of  mankind,  and  of  God,  with  the 
approbation  of  their  own  minds,  and  the 
hope  of  future  glory,  or  of  the  emoluments 
of  this  world  without  them.  It  will  be 
eafy  to  a tutor,  who  himfelf  feels  as  he  ought 
to  do,  to  infufe  his  own  generous  fentiments 
into  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  and  fend  them 
forth  ardent  in  every  public  and  good  caufe, 
with  no  idea  of  living  to  themfelves , but  in- 
fpired  with  zeal  and  fortitude,  and  at  the 
fame  time  conduded  by  prudence,  to  turn 
their  backs  on  the  inglorious  vale  of  pleafure, 
and  to  climb  thofe  arduous  deeps,  on  the 
fummit  of  which  they  will  find  the  temple  of 
virtue , and  through  that,  the  temple  of  honour , 
and  the  road  to  immortality. 

Let  me  add,  that  we  fhould  be  the  more 
afiiduous  in  the  inftrudion  of  our  youth, 
in  order  to  fupply  the  place  of  thofe  valuable 
characters  of  which  death  is  continually  de- 
priving us  ; that  injlead  of  the  fathers  there 

may 
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may  be  the  children , equally  enlightened,  and 
equally  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
virtue.  It  is  impoffible  not  to  feel  the  force 
of  this  confideration  in  a peculiar  manner, 
when  we  refleft  on  our  recent  lofs  of  fo 
excellent  a man  as  Dr.  Price  ; a man  whom 
we  need  not  hefitate  to  call  an  ornament 
of  his  profeffion,  of  his  country,  and  of 
his  age  ; a man,  who,  for  the  mod  unaf- 
fected fimplicity,  the  ftrifteft  integrity,  the 
pureft  patriotifm,  and  the  moft  extenfive 
benevolence,  perhaps  never  had  a fuperior, 
and  but  few  equals. 

Every  man  who  diftinguifhes  himfelf  will 
be  proportionably  expofed  to  calumny,  and  fo 
was  Dr.  Price,  efpecially  on  account  of  a moil: 
excellent  difcourfe  delivered  from  this  pulpit, 
a difcourfe  glowing  with  the  moft  exalted  fen- 
timents  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  re- 
ceived with  the  loudeft  applaufe,  by  a nation 
lately  awakened  to  a juft  fenfe  of  their  value, 
and  calumniated  by  thofe  who  never  knew,  or 
had  loft  all  fenfe  of  it.  As  to  calumny  in 
a good  caufe,  we  may  eafily  defpife  it,  when 
we  confider  that  it  was  the  lot  of  our  Saviour, 
and  of  Paul.  Such  cenfure  is  the  greateft 
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praife,  becaufe  the  fureft  mark  of  merit* 
When  time  fhall  have  extinguifhed  prejudice, 
it  will  be  deemed  no  fmall  blot  in  any  cha- 
racter, how  excellent  foever  in  other  re fpeCts, 
to  have  thought,  or  faid,  ill  of  Dr.  Price, 
and  no  fmall  fubjeft  of  boafting,  to  have 
been  known  to  him,  and  refpedted  by  him. 

May  the  ftudents  of  Hackney  College,  who 
have  had  fo  good  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing Dr.  Price,  be  more  efpecially  fired  by 
his  example,  ' and  ambitious  to  fupply  his 
place.  And  I trull  that  our  lofs,  though 
great,  is  far  from  being  irreparable.  We 
have  many  young  men  among  the  Dif- 
fenters,  who  promife  as  much  as  he  did 
at  the  fame  early  period  of  life ; and  fuch 
are  the  fuperior  advantages,  the  increafing 
light,  and  the  increafing  fpirit  of  the  age, 
that,  with  the  fame  zeal  in  the  caufe  of 
truth,  of  virtue,  and  of  general  happinefs, 
they  may  fee  farther  ; and  as  obftacles  of  all 
kinds  daily  give  way  to  vigorous  efforts,  they 
may  effeft  more,  than  he  was  able  to  do.  * 
He  has  fown  that  they  may  reap,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  by  fowing  ftill  more,  prepare  for 
a ftill  greater  harveft  in  fucceeding  ages. 

A PRAYER 


[ 43  ] 


A PRAYER, 

By  the  Rev.  THOMAS  BELSHAM. 


A LMIGHTY  and  moft  merciful  God,  we 
enter  into  thy  gates  with  thankfgiving,  and  into 
thy  courts  with  praife. 

It  is  a good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord,  for  it  is  pleafant,  and  praife  is  comely. 
We  will  blefs  the  Lord,  for  the  Lord  is  good : 
his  mercy  is  everlafting,  and  his  truth  endureth 
throughout  all  generations.  We  will  be  thankful 
unto  him,  and  fpeakweli  of  his  name. 

We  contemplate  with  joyful  and  admiring 
hearts,  thy  wonderful  works  in  this  vilible  crea- 
tion. Thou  haft  made  ail  things  by  the  word 
of  thy  power,  and  for  thy  pleafure  they  are 
and  were  created.  They  continue  unto  this 
day  according  to  thine  ordinances,  for  all  are 
thy  fervants. 

Thou  ordereft  the  revolutions  of  the  feafons, 
thou  appointeft  the  grateful  and  neceffary  vi- 
ciffitudes  of  feed  time  and  harveft,  of  fummer 
and  winter,  of  cold  and  heat,  of  night  and  day. 

Thou 
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Thou  blefTeft  the  fpringing  of  the  year.  Thou 
vifiteft  the  earth  and  watereft  it.  Thou  makeft 
the  grafs  to  grow  upon  the  mountains.  The 
paftures  are  clothed  with  flocks.  The  vallies 
are  covered  over  with  corn.  The  little  hills 
rejoice  on  every  fide.  Thy  paths  drop  fatnefs. 
Whitherfoever  we  turn  our  eye,  we  behold  the 
footfteps  of  infinite  benevolence.  This  fpacious 
earth  is  full  of  Thee. 

All  thy  creatures  wait  upon  Thee.  Thou  giveffc 
them  their  meat  in  due  feafon.  What  thou  giveft 
them  they  gather.  Thou  openefl  thy  hand,  they 
are  filled  with  good.  They  are  happy  in  their 
exiflence,  and  in  their  various  forms  they  ex- 
prefs  their  gratitude  to  the  benevolent  author  of 
their  being,  and  of  their  enjoyments. 

With  peculiar  emotions  of  gratitude  and  de- 
light we  trace  thy  wife  and  merciful  difpenfa- 
tions  towards  the  human  fpecies.  We  admire 
thy  wifdom  in  the  formation  of  man,  in  the 
curious  ftructure  of  the  corporeal  organs,  in 
the  wonderful  powers  and  faculties  of  the  mind, 
in  the  generous,  focial,  and  fympathetic  affec- 
tions, in  the  moral  fenfe,  in  the  religious  feelings, 
and  in  the  capacity  of  man  for  endlefs  improve- 
ment in  knowledge,  virtue,  and  happinefs. 

Weblefs  thy  goodnefs  for  the  liberal  provifion 
which  thou  haft  made  for  the  gratification  of 
the  fenfesa  for  the  cultivation  of  the  mental  • 
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powers,  for  the  pieafing  exercife  of  the  facial 
and  benevolent  affections,  for  the  indru&ion  of 
mankind  in  religion  and  virtue,  and  for  the 
difcipline  and  improvement  of  the  mind  in  its 
progrefs  through  life, 

We  are  thankful  for  all  thofe  attainments  in 
knowledge  and  in  virtue,  which  have  been  the 
natural  confequences  of  this  wife  and  falutary 
difcipline,  for  all  thofe  great  and  good  characters 
which  in  fuccefiive  ages  have  appeared  to  en- 
lighten and  to  blefs  the  world,  and  for  all  that 
happinefs  which  men  have  enjoyed  in  their  in- 
dividual capacities,  in  their  domedic  relations, 
and  as  members  of  civil  focietv. 

We  are  efpecially  thankful  for  thy  moral 
difpenfations  to  mankind,  and  particularly  for 
the  revelation  of  the  gofpel,  which  difcovers  in 
the  cleared  light,  the  unity  of  God,  thine  unri- 
valled majefty  and  excellence,  thy  fupreme  and 
univerfal  government,  thine  unchangeable  truth 
and  rectitude,  thy  boundlefs  and  everlafting 
mercy,  which  teaches  ignorant  and  finful  men 
the  path  ofwifdom  and  of  virtue,  which  enforces 
the  pra&ice  of  duty  by  the  mod  powerful  and 
engaging  motives,  which  has  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light.  Thanks  be  to  God  for 
Ins  unfpeakable  gift. 

We  blefs  Thee  that  the  intereding  truths  of 
the  gofpel  were  confirmed  by  the  miraculous 
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gifts  and  powers  of  the  firft  authorifed  pub- 
lilhers  of  it ; and  in  particular,  that  the  refur- 
rection  of  the  dead  has  been  attefted,  fealed,  and 
exemplified,  by  the  refurreclion  of  the  author 
and  finilher  of  our  faith,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  prince  and  the  leader  of  life,  the  firlt-be- 
gotten  from  the  dead. 

We  thank  Thee  that  though  this  humble  and 
fpiritual  religion  was,  at  its  firfl  promulgation, 
difcouraged  and  oppofed  by  the  vices  and  pre- 
judices of  mankind,  and  though  the  profeffors 
of  it  were  expofed  to  the  moft  cruel  and  bar- 
barous perfecution,  thou  didft,  neverthelefs, 
raife  up  a fucceffion  of  faithful  witneiTes,  who 
ftedfaftly  adhered  to  the  gofpel,  at  the  hazard 
of  all  that  was  dear  to  them  in  life,  many  of 
whom  fealed  their  teftimony  with  their  blood, 
and  who  thus  confirmed  the  original  evidence 
of  the  chriftian  religion,  by  an  atteftation  which 
mull  Command  the  afient  of  every  candid  and 
ferious  enquirer  to  the  end  of  time. 

We  rejoice  in  all  the  benefits  which  have 
accrued  to  the  world  from  the  propagation  of 
chriftianity,  that  in  proportion  as  the  light  and 
fpirit  of  the  mild  and  benevolent  religion  of 
Jefus  hath  prevailed  in  the  world,  it  hath  illu- 
minated the  underftanding,  it  hath  foftened  the 
manners,  it  hath  enlarged  the  heart,  ithathdif- 
peiled  the  mills  of  error  and  fuperftition,  it  hath 
infpired  the  love  of  truth,  together  with  a ge- 
nerous 
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nerous  and  difFufive  benevolence,  and  hath  been 
eminently  conducive  to  the  interefts  of  freedom, 
of  virtue,  and  of  human  happinefs. 

We  rejoice  that  when  in  thy  unfearchable 
wifdom,  the  religion  of  Chrifi  had  been  fuffered 
to  be  corrupted  and  debafed  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  the  fimplicity  of  evangelical  do&rine  feemed 
to  be  almoft  overwhelmed  and  loft  in  the  ex- 
travagancies of  error  and  fuperftition  ; this  di- 
vine religion  by  its  native  energy,  and  by  the 
irreftftible  force  of  truth,  purged  itfelf  in  a very 
confiderable  degree  from  the  drofs  of  human 
inventions,  and  that  at  the  glorious  sera  of  the 
reformation  from  popery,  there  were  many  who 
flood  forth  as  the  champions  of  true  religion, 
and  who  excited  the  attention  of  mankind,  and 
accelerated  the  progrefs  of  truth,  by  the  fevere 
flruggles,  and  the  coftly  facrifices  to  which  they 
chearfully  fubmitted,  for  the  fake  of  truth  and  a 
good  confcience. 

We  thank  Thee  that  the  chriftian  religion  is 
flill  advancing  in  its  courfe,  that  it  is  gradually 
purifying  itfelf  from  remaining  corruptions,  and 
that  the  light  of  truth  is  advancing  with  fuch 
increafing  fplendor,  as  to  encourage  a hope  that 
the  time  cannot  be  far  diftant  when  every  anti- 
chriflian  error  fhall  be,  completely  eradicated, 
and  when  chriftianity  fhall  appear  in  ita  pri- 
mitive and  beautiful  fimplicity.  Ifaften,  G Lord, 
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the  accomplilhment  of  this  defirable  event. 
May  thy  kingdom  come.  And  may  there  never 
be  wanting  a fucceftion  of  able  and  faithful 
men,  who,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  their  great 
mailer,  and  of  the  firil  teachers  of  the  chriilian 
religion,  ihall  eileem  it  the  higheil  honour  to  be 
made  inftrumental  in  promoting  the  caufe  of 
truth  and  *righteoufnefs  whether  by  their  la- 
bours, or  by  their  fufferings. 

We  rejoice  in  the  peculiar  felicity  of  the  age 
in  which  we  live,  that  fcience  and  true  philo- 
fophy  have  advanced  to  a degree  beyond  that 
of  any  former  period,  that  the  arts  which  em- 
belliih  human  life,  which  mitigate  its  pains, 
and  which  multiply  and  enhance  its  comforts, 
are  carried  to  an  unprecedented  degree  of  per- 
fection, that  the  rights  of  men  are  accurately  de- 
fined and  more  generally  underftood,  that  li- 
berty, civil  and  religious,  hath  been  extended  to 
multitudes  who  have  hitherto  groaned  under 
the  yoke  of  a barbarous  defpotifm,  that  dif- 
cuffions  of  the  moft  important  kind,  and  bene- 
ficial tendency,  are  permitte  and  encouraged, 
that  fo  little  reflraint  is  lab  jpon  freedom  of 
enquiry  and  of  inftrudtion  hat  the  mild  and 
enlightened  fpirit  of  the  tin  s corrects  the  feve- 
rity  of  perfecuting  laws,  and  that  in  confequence 
of  all  this,  the  human  fpecies  are  in  a much 

better 
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better  and  happier  ftate  than  they  were  in  any 
former  period  of  time. 

We  triumph  in  the  rapid  and  continually 
accelerating  improvement  of  the  world,  that 
the  times  teem  with  events  favorable  to  the  li- 
berty and  happinefs  of  mankind,  fo  that  we 
may  now  look  forward  with  joyful  expectation 
to  the  accomplifhment  of  the  prophecies  recorded 
in  the  feriptures,  and  to  the  fulfilment  of  which 
the  ftate  of  things  is  fo  evidently  tending,  when 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  ftiall  cover  the  earth 
as  the  waters  cover  the  feas,  and  when  the 
whole  world  (hall  be  enlightened  and  virtuous, 
and  free  and  happy. 

May  every  fe  mi  nary  of  education,  the  obje<ft  of 
which  is  to  open  the  minds  of  young  perfons,  to 
form  them  towifdom  andgoodnefs,and  to  qualify 
them  for  acting  their  part  in  life  with  propriety 
and  dignity,  be  favoured  with  thy  approbation. 

Efpecially  vouchfafe  to  fmile  upon  that  Inlli- 
tution  which  is  the  occafton  of  our  prefen t 
meeting,  and  grant  that  it  may  be  eminently 
fubfervient  to  the  interefts  of  learning,  of  li- 
berty, of  truth,  and  virtue. 

May  the  patrons  of  this  Inftitution  by  whofe 
generous  exertions  it  was  originally  founded, 
and  hath  been  hitherto  fupported,  and  who  feel 
a paternal  intereft  in  its  profperity,  not  only 
enjoy  that  fatisfa&ion  which  arifes  from  the 
confcipufnefs  of  having  acted  upon  the  beft  prin- 
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ciples,  but  likewife  that  pleafure  which  accom- 
panies the  fuccefs  of  wife  and  well-directed  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and  efpecially  the  improvement  and 
happinefs  of  the  riling  generation. 

May  thy  Servants,  who  are  appointed  to  the 
important  charge  of  inftru&ion  in  this  Initia- 
tion be  eminently  qualified  for  the  honourable 
and  fuccefsful  difcharge  of  their  office.  May 
they  be  actuated  by  the  bell  motives,  may  they 
be  folicitous  to  infufe  into  the  brealts  of  their 
pupils  a fpirit  of  free,  of  candid,  and  of  re- 
lolute  enquiry  •,  an  ardent  love  of  liberty,  of 
truth  and  of  rectitude ; a virtuous  ambition  to 
excel  in  every  thing  great  and  good ; and  may  it 
be  their  conftant  endeavour  to  form  them  to  the 
character  of  men  of  fcience  and  literature,  of 
patriotic  citizens,  of  fincere,  enlightened  and 
benevolent  chriltians.  And  O God,  the  Foun- 
tain of  wifdom  and  of  grace,  fuffer  not  faithful 
exertions  for  the  accomplilhment  of  fo  defirable 
an  end  to  be  wholly  and  finally  unfuccefsful. 

May  the  young  perfons  who  are  educating 
for  the  chriftian  miniftry  poflefs  that  temper  and 
fpirit  which  will  belt  qualify  them  for  the  duties 
of  the  honourable  office  they  have  in  view. 
May  the  love  of  truth  and  goodnefs  be  the  pre- 
dominant principles  in  their  breads.  May  they 
form  juft  conceptions  of  the  nature,  the  evi- 
dences, and  the  obligations  of  religion,  may 

they 


A Prayer . 51 

they  reverence  the  fcriptures,  may  they  enquire 
into  the  facred  oracles  with  humble,  with  teach- 
able, with  firm,  and  unbiaffed  minds,  with  a 
fixed  purpofe  to  embrace,  and  upon  every  pro- 
per occafion  to  avow,  what  appears  to  them  to 
be  the  genuine  dodfcrine  of  revelation,  without 
fear,  and  without  difguife  ; may  they  not 
corrupt  the  word  of  God,  but  may  they, 
above  all  things,  maintain  fimplicity  of  cha- 
racter, and  a good  confcience.  Give  them  O 
God  fortitude  of  mind.  Let  them  not  fhrink 
back  from  perfecution  for  confcience  fake, 
but  may  they  efteem  it  their  honour,  if 
they  are  accounted  worthy  of  differing  in 
the  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue.  May  they  be 
eminent  examples  of  piety  benevolence  and 
chriftian  zeal : and  may  the  uniform  excellence 
of  their  character  evince  to  the  world  that 
the  higheft  attainments  in  religious  virtue  are 
the  genuine  and  natural  refult  of  the  moil  ra- 
tional and  confident  views  of  chriftian  dodtrine. 

Thus  may  they  fulfil  the  beft  withes  of  their 
inftructors  and  friends,  thus  may  they  qualify 
themfelves  for  diftinguifhed  ufefulnefs  in  the 
world,  and  thus  may  they  be  prepared  to  fill  up 
the  places  of  thofe  wife  and  venerable  men  of 
the  benefit  of  whofe  pious  labours  and  illuftrious 
examples  the  church  is  from  time  to  time  de- 
prived by  death.  And  Oh ! may  a double  por- 
tion of  that  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  humility,  of 
1 candour 
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candour  and  charity,  of  fidelity  and  zeal,  of  be- 
nevolence and  devotion,  which  animated  our  de- 
parted inftructors,  which  dignified  their  cha- 
racter, and  enlarged  their  ufefulnefs,  be  widely 
diffafed  among#  thofe  who  are  left  .behind,  and 
efpecially  the  riling  generation  of  miniflers  ; and 
may  fuch  minifters  never  be  wanting  to  fupport 
the  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue  in  the  world,  to  the 
latefl  period  of  time. 

May  thofe  young  perfons  who  are  training  up 
in  this  Inftitutiorr  for  flations  in  civil  life  im- 
prove continually  in  folid,  ufeful,  and  orna- 
mental learning.  May  they  cultivate  fervent 
and  unaffe&ed  piety  as  the  belt  principle  of 
uniform  integrity  and  univerfal  benevolence, 
and  wherever  their  future  lot  may  be  caft,  may 
they  diftinguifh  themfelves  as  the  zealous  and 
enlightened  friends  of  truth  and  literature,  of 
freedom  and  of  virtue. 

Thefe  our  humble  fupplications  and  thankf- 
givings  we  offer  up  in  chearful  reliance  upon 
thine  infinite  mercy  revealed  to  mankind  by 
Jefus  Chrift  thy  fon,  in  whofe  words  we'addrefs 
Thee  as  : Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven.  Hal- 
lowed be  thy  name.  Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy 
will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven.  For- 
give us  our  trefpaffes  as  we  forgive  them  who  tref- 
pafs  again#  us.  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation, 
but  deliver  us  from, evil.  For  thine  is  the  kingdom, 
and  the  power  and  the  glory  for  ever.  Amen. 


